CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Hommage a la Peinture 

Other known title(s): 

David Hamilton: Homage to Painting 

OFLC ref: 

1900555.001 

Medium: 

Book 

Publisher: 

Arpel Graphics, Inc. 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English, French 

Applicant: 

Commissioner of Police 

Classification: 

Unrestricted. 


Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 


None 

None 

28 January 2020 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 


Date of notice of decision: 28 January 2020 
Summary of reasons for decision: 

The publication is a coffee table art book published in 1984. It presents a selection of nudes, 
landscape and still life photographic works by a well-known and controversial photographer, 
accompanied by text in English and French, including poetry. Some of the images depict nude or 
partially nude teenage girls posed in a manner that is reasonably capable of being regarded as sexual in 
nature. However, a voyeuristic or erotic effect is not the primary intent of the book as a whole. The 
overall intent and effect of the book is one of aesthetic rather than erotic appreciation. The 
landscapes and still lifes add to this effect, as does the stylised presentation of the images, and the 
essay, which introduces and frames the contents of the book as being relevant to artistic appreciation 
only. The poetry in French encourages an aesthetic engagement with the book. As such, the 
Classification Office is satisfied that the book as a whole does not have a predominantly exploitative 
intent or effect. However, should the problematic images in this book be submitted in a different 
context they may well be classified differently. Taking into account the limited likelihood of injury to 
the public good, and the right to freedom of expression contained in the New Zealand Bill of Rights 
Act 1990, the Classification Office considers that a classification of objectionable would impose an 
unnecessarily restrictive limitation on that right, particularly given that that the book has been 
available since 1984. The book is therefore classified as unrestricted. 




